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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Families,
This weekend our Easter Season comes to an end with the celebration of the feast of Pentecost. This feast celebrates when
Jesus returned to his Apostles in the form of the Holy Spirit, giving them courage to go out and live as Witnesses to Jesus’ life
and work. Calling us to follow God. As we approach this important feast I thought I would share this reflection by the
Presentation Sister Dr Mary Coloe PBVM.
‘When the Advocate comes, the Spirit of Truth who issues from the Father, He will be my witness.’

John 15: 26-27; 16:12-15

The Feast of Pentecost began in Israel as a simple Harvest Festival to celebrate the first fruits of the crops at the beginning of
summer. In time, the festival was linked to the arrival of the Israelites at Mt Sinai following the Exodus from Egypt. At Sinai, God and
Israel bound themselves in covenant and God gave them the gift of the Law to shape their lives. Within Judaism, the festival took
place seven weeks after the Passover, a week of weeks, hence its Jewish name, the Festival of Weeks (Shavuot).
Following the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christians, who were at first all Jews, experienced the power of the Risen Jesus still
present in their midst, restoring their faith in him and giving them the courage to proclaim Jesus as God’s chosen one. Over a period
of decades, the ongoing experience of the Spirit of Jesus enlivening the community led Luke to understand the Spirit as the ‘first fruit’
of Easter. This led Christians to celebrate the Festival of Weeks, no longer as the gift of the Law on Sinai but as the gift of the Spirit.
Since this festival began fifty days after Passover (Easter), the name given to this Festival among Greek speaking Jews and
Christians was Pentecost. So Luke began the Acts of the Apostles, with a vivid account of the Spirit coming to the Christian
community during the great Jewish Festival of Pentecost. Placing the gift of the Spirit during this Jewish Festival was Luke’s
deliberate way of interpreting what the Spirit meant for the Christian community. Where the Sinai covenant was seen as the first-fruits
of the Exodus, the Spirit is the first-fruit of Easter. The Sinai covenant is what bound the people of Israel together, making them one
people, and it also bound them to God. The Spirit is our bond with each other and with God. If you look at the fruits of the Spirit that
Paul lists in his letter to the Galatians, these are all values that bring people together: love, joy, kindness, truthfulness – these are
essential values to any relationship. Paul says that these are the ways the Spirit is manifested in the lives of Christians. In the vivid
description of the coming of the Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles, the Spirit enables people to speak and listen to each other.
This part of John’s Gospel reflects a time in the early church, towards the end of the first century, when the community was
experiencing conflict both within the world of Judaism and with the wider Greco-Roman world. In this situation, the disciples are to be
witnesses to Jesus and here we listen to words of promise that the disciples will not be left alone in this task. The Spirit of truth will
come to help Christians in their living out the Gospel in the midst of a hostile world. The hostility need not be in the form of religious
persecution; hostility at that time may have come from people worshipping Greek and Roman gods, puzzled that their Christian
neighbours don’t follow this normal practice. Living out a way of worship and values that are different from those around you places
the believer in a hostile situation.
Christianity is in such a situation today. Generally, our society appears to be
irreligious, if we take the evidence of religious surveys. No longer does
society support Christian values; Sunday is no longer ‘sacred’. When the
surrounding society offers no supports and indeed often presents values
contrary to the Gospel, Christian faith and action demands commitment and
witness that is much more personal. We do need the Spirit of Truth to
maintain our convictions in the face of indifference and bewildered
amusement at ‘quaint’ religious ways. We continue to pray, ‘Come, Spirit of
holiness and truth, kindle in our hearts your fire of conviction and love.’

Olimpia Pirovic
Principal
The Community of OLMC is Safe and Respectful

UPCOMING DATES
Week 5
Thurs: 8:15am
Morning Workout
3pm-4pm Junior
Band
Fri: Mufti (Casual
Clothes) K-6 for a
gold coin donation

NOTES HOME

Week 6
Mon: 9am Assembly: KG
10am Child Protection Briefing
Tue: Yr4-Yr6 Rock & Water Program
3pm-4pm Senior Band
Wed: Stg3 Girls Soccer Gala Day
3pm-4pm Training Band

This Week
● Yr 2 Reward Day
● Cumberland Police Youth Liaison Visit
Last Week
● Yr 3 Staffing Update
● Yr 3 Ranger Jamie Excursion
● OLMC Athletics Carnival
● K-6 Yr5 Social Justice Initiative: Mufti for Sandwiches

MERIT AWARDS
KB

Azalea ▪ Georgia

4B

Alanna ▪ Ethan

KG

Ghaith ▪ Harshi

4G

Vincent ▪ Myra

1B

Kiara ▪ Pravi

5B

Jacob ▪ Kinjal

1G

Karthik ▪ Deepali

5G

Chinmayaa ▪ Tiarna

2B

Isabella ▪ Jerrick

6B

Mishti ▪ Mrunal

2G

Rishaan ▪ Charlotte

6G

Marten ▪ Alessandra

3B

Olivia ▪ Amelia

CA

Zoe ▪ Amelia ▪ Amelie

3G

Kyla ▪ Pranav

PE

Amelia ▪ Mrunal

STAR CARD REWARDS
Gold Awards: Jieke ▪ Neha ▪ Annabel ▪ Antoine ▪ Chelsea ▪ Erica ▪ Chiara ▪ Alessandra ▪ Lucas ▪
Makanaka ▪ Taliah ▪ Adriana ▪ Ava ▪ Georgia ▪ Suzan ▪ Summer ▪ Rajan ▪ Matthew ▪ Alexander ▪ Yara ▪
Steven ▪ Olivia ▪ Havishaa ▪ Cyril ▪ Elouise ▪ Kruthi ▪ Elizabeth ▪ Sri Harika ▪ Kayana ▪ Ojas ▪ Sienna ▪

Opal Awards: Chanel ▪ Liyana ▪ Arkyn ▪ Asaeli ▪ Jayden ▪ Paul ▪ Kian ▪ Kyra ▪ Olivia ▪ Ryan ▪ Elouise ▪
Luke ▪ Riya ▪ Mason ▪ Vishvassha ▪ Chris ▪

Platinum Awards: Kiara ▪ Amalia ▪ Emily ▪ Ethan ▪ Alanna ▪
Principal’s Awards: Neeti ▪
K-6 MUFTI FOR SANDWICHES
This Term in Religious Education, Year 5 is focusing on human dignity and how each of us is called to holiness. The students
will be investigating the central themes of holiness by analysing how their conscience impacts the choices they make,
considering how their faith journey is shaped by their own call to holiness and making connections to Sacred Scripture and
Catholic Traditions.
Date: Friday 21 May (Next Friday)
Students from Kindergarten to Year 6 can come to school in mufti (casual clothes) for a gold coin donation.
There will also be a disco at lunch time for those students who have donated a gold coin.
All money raised will go towards purchasing ingredients and packaging supplies to support our students in answering the call
of our local family.

CHILD PROTECTION BRIEFINGS
Thank you to the many families that have completed the NEW Building Child Safe Communities undertaking form and online
training module that CEDP launched last September. Found here https://rb.gy/rrave1
The final component is to attend a briefing session. We have already held three sessions, two ZOOM sessions and one
face to face session. With the athletics carnival just around the corner we are encouraging all families to end the next briefing
session being held on Monday 24th at 10am via ZOOM.
Meeting Id: 440 563 5257
Password: 393762
WITHOUT ALL THREE COMPONENTS COMPLETE, YOU WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO VOLUNTEER AT OLMC.

PRC

SCHOOL FEES

123 students have completed the
PRC! Congratulations to Thea from
Yr1 and Emma from Yr6 for
completing the challenge this week.
We are hoping for all of our students
to participate and smash this year’s
PR Challenge. You can log your
child’s reading at
https://tinyurl.com/7ek4f7jc

All Term 2 accounts
have now been sent
directly to your mailing
address. The due date
for payment of this
account is Wednesday
26 May, unless you
already have a flexible
payment plan in place.

PARISH NEWS
CHILDREN'S SACRAMENTAL PROCESS

Just a reminder, parents, that sponsors and saints
names for those children celebrating their
Confirmation, are due this Friday. And applications for
the children's first sacrament of Reconciliation close on
28-05-21. For further information please email Paola
Yevenes at paola.olmc@gmail.com
Please continue to pray for these families; that they
may come to a deeper, more fuller relationship with our
Father through their sacramental experiences.

THE GREAT OLMC BOOK FAIR
From Friday 18 June to Thursday 24 June OLMC will be hosting its annual Book Fair. The Library will
be transformed into a book shop with books provided by Ashton Scholastic. Parents, grandparents
and children are welcome to visit the book fair after school to buy a book or a treat. Students will also
be able to purchase during lunchtimes. A brochure will come home closer to the fair so that families
can preview some of the titles. You may choose to order from this instead. Proceeds from sales will go
towards the purchase of new books for our school library.
COMPETITIONS: We will be running several competitions during the next few weeks, with students
being able to win a $10 book fair voucher that they can use towards the purchasing of books or treats
from our book fair.
Week 7 Competition: Collect a ‘Bookfair Arrow’ to demonstrate your most creative colouring in skills. All arrows must be
handed into Mrs Anderiesz by 3:20 Friday afternoon. Only 1 entry per student.
2 winners will be announced during next week’s assembly.

CATHWEST INNOVATION COLLEGE
Even though Year 10 is a long way away for our OLMC Students it is important for families to know that there are a variety of
pathways for learning available to our students. One of these is a Trade Pathway which is supported by CathWest Innovation
College at Emu Plains and Mount Druitt. If you would like to find out more all families are welcome to attend open days at
either campus. Students and parents can register for one of the open days at cathwest.parra.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/Whats-On
or contact CathWest directly on 8886 9500.
Inquiry & Trade Pathway (Enrolling Year 10-11)
Tuesday 18 May 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Loyola Campus - 91 North Parade Mount Druitt

Trade Pathway (Enrolling Year 11)
19 May 5:30pm - 7:30pm
McCarthy Campus - 69 Mackellar St Emu Plains

TRAFFIC UPDATE

LOST A NOTE?

Thanks to all the parents who continue to follow all road
rules around our school and drive safely. Please
remember that the area directly outside of our Smith St
gate is a School Bus Zone. Parents are not able to stop
or park in this zone during ------ . The police do monitor
this area and will photograph and fine people who are not
obeying the road rules.

Whenever there is a school event that requires
parental permission a note is sent home.
Sometimes these notes get misplaced or lost.
Parents can download all of these notes from our
school website. Each week our newsletter lists the
notes that have been sent home. Please check the
newsletter or website before phoning the office.

P&F NEWS
Second Hand Uniform Shop
Our sale day for term two on Monday 17th May was a great success with a total of $448! Congratulations and many thanks
to: Rose, Kym, Sukanya, Carla, Rose, Marriett, Ruth and Kellie for all your support. Special thanks to Karly and Carla for
moving the stock from our old room and cleaning and sorting the new location. Until next term that was a great wrap.
Parents and Friends Meeting
It was wonderful to have so many people attend our Term 2 meeting, both in person and via Zoom.
There were two lucky people received a family fun night pack! Congratulations to Danielle G and
Simone A.
PRC Meeting
The next PRC meeting will take place Monday 24th May at 7:00pm via Zoom. Anoushka Houseman
will be presenting practical suggestions on helping your child deal with anxiety. We highly recommend
this speaker. To find out more and register visit https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/2021PRC-T2
This column is compiled by P&F Communications. If you have any queries or wish to contribute, please email olmcpandf@gmail.com and attention it to P&F Communications.

