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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dear Families,
In this week’s Gospel reading Jesus tells his disciples that they are ‘the salt of the earth’ he goes on to
tell them ‘you are the light of the world’. He tells them that they should not hide their light. That they
should let their light shine in sight of all so that your good works can be seen. Their good works are how
they can give praise to God. This message is for all of us too, as disciples of Jesus.

Salt and light, bread and wine were commonplace items that Jesus used to impart great truths.  During
Jesus’ time salt was very important. It was one of the ways that people were able to preserve food and
flavour it. We still use salt today for the same reasons. Jesus is saying we should exhibit the same
qualities of salt. We should help preserve what is good in us and in other people. We should add flavour
to life. We can do this by sharing our creativity to bring joy to others with our attitude, actions and words;
approach our work positively and with energy and our play with the goal of refreshing our bodies and
spirits.

We are light. Our light is our talents. The things we can do and the characteristics we possess all bring
light to the world. We should recognise them, strengthen them, and use them in service of others. We
should use our talents to bring about a positive effect in our world. We must show our light, but not so
that others can praise us. When we use our talents and share our light we are bringing glory to God.

Jesus says we are like a city set on a mountain. We cannot hide what we do, how we act or how we use
our talents. People see us and hear us every day. We must try every day to be salt and light to the world.
Everything we do and say gives glory to God and sets a good example to others.

It is fitting that this reading comes just a few
weeks before the beginning of Lent. Take this
time to reflect on how you personally live like
salt and light…..

Are you strengthening your talents?
Are you enhancing the lives of others?

Olimpia Pirovic
Principal

The Community of OLMC is Safe and Respectful

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.olmcwenty.org.au
mailto:coshcolmcwentworthville@parra.catholic.edu.au


UPCOMING DATES NOTES HOME

Week 3:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri: World Youth Day Fundraising
Event (Mufti/Casual Clothes Day)
Welcome Dinner 5:30-7:30pm
@OLMC Back Playground

Week 4:
Mon: 9am Assembly 4G
Tue: Uniform Orders due
before 4pm

THIS WEEK
● Yr1 - Yr6 Canteen Menu 2023
● World Youth Day - Mufti Day
● Yr3 & Yr5 NAPLAN Information Session
● Kindy - How Is Your Child Getting Home?
● Yr3 - Yr6 Gala Days
● Yr6 Sport Shirt

LAST WEEK
● Whole School Ice-Block & Movie
● Kindy & New Families only: Compass Info
● Welcome Dinner Invitation
● Yr2 Book Covering
● Kindy Canteen Menu
● Yr3 Photo For Art

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY
FRIDAY 3rd MARCH

NO STUDENTS ATTEND SCHOOL

MERIT AWARDS

1B Rosario • Tiara 4B Summer • Kristopher

1G Sipa • Shriansh 4G Khushi • Gia

2B Jaden • Scarlett 5B Alexander • Joshua

2G Aaraav • Dominic 5G Eli • Aliyah

3B Adison • Sienna 6B Eva • Dennis • Luke

3G Cooper • Pravi
6G

John Paul • Kruthi • Sienna • Elyssa •
Ethan • Reuben • Grace

1B Rosario • Tiara

OPENING SCHOOL MASS

We celebrate the beginning of our school year with our Opening School Mass on Wk 4 17th February 10:15am.
We are delighted to be able to come together at our OLMC parish with our school family. During our celebration
Mass, students will remain with their class groups to accommodate our extended community. We will welcome
new members of our school family, set the scene for the year, and recognise our 2023 School and Sport Leaders
and Student Representative Council. As we participate in the celebration of the Mass, may we entrust ourselves
and our lives to God through the intercession of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

ABSENCE NOTIFICATIONS

Please ensure that you access COMPASS to enter an absence notification for your child as soon as possible. When you enter
an absence notification, you must provide a reason for why your child is away. Please be as specific as possible. If you forget
to enter your child’s attendance before the roll is marked you will receive a SMS to notify you of your child’s absence from
class. This SMS includes a link which you can use to easily add the reason for your child’s absence. However, this link is only
live for 24 hours, after which you will have to enter the app and provide a reason. Any unexplained absences will be followed
by a letter asking for your explanation. Please complete and return to school as soon as possible as it is a legal requirement
that we keep accurate records of student attendance data.

THURSDAY MORNING WORKOUTS

Thursday Morning Workout will begin in Week 4. This will be a chance for students to get involved in a bit of
exercise for about 20-30 mins before school begins each Thursday morning, and is open to students in all year
groups. Sessions will begin at 8:15 am sharp, the front gate will be briefly opened at this time to let students in,
but will be locked shortly after. If students are going to be participating they need to be on time, joining halfway
through a session is not permitted. Children can wear their sport uniform if they are participating. We ask
parents to use their common sense when the weather is problematic. If it is raining or we have had torrential
rain, morning workout will be cancelled. We sincerely thank Mrs Pearn for giving up her time to provide this enrichment activity
to our students.

EXTENDED LEAVE

All holiday leave consisting of two (2) or more days must be approved by the Principal. A leave form can be obtained from the
school office or website. All leave must be submitted as early as possible with a minimum of at least two weeks prior to your
intended leave. Holiday leave cannot be submitted through COMPASS



WELCOME TO OLMC

We are very fortunate and excited to welcome 4 new staff members to our OLMC community. Our year 6 students had the chance to
interview Mrs Paine, Miss Collyer, Miss Toume & Miss Ozols to help our community get to know our new teachers.

Name: Miss Touma
Grade: Year 5 Gold
What inspired you to be a teacher?
I love seeing kids understand. I also
participated in a Figi immersion experience
and this helped me to feel the excitement of
teaching children.
What is the best part of your job?
Helping kids
How do you relax? Having a good sleep.
Do you have any pets?
I share a dog with my brother.
How many siblings do you have?
I have 5 siblings
What is your favourite food?
Mc Donalds Cheeseburgers
If you weren’t a teacher, what career would you have?
I would like to be a fashion designer.

Name: Miss Collyer
Grade: Year 2 Blue
What inspired you to be a teacher? I
wanted to influence future generations by
inspiring them and I believe that teaching it
is very special and important.
What is the best part of your job? I can
transform into my own child self and make
connections with the students and being
creative and different.
How do you relax? Going to the beach and
sitting in the sun listening to an audio book while watching the
waves crash.
Do you have any pets? I have seven pets
6 - Cats      1 - Sausage dog
How many siblings do you have? I have 2 brothers
What is your favourite food? Dumplings
If you weren’t a teacher, what career would you have?
I would be a performer in a musical.

Name: Miss Ozols
Grade: Year 5 Blue
What inspired you to be a teacher?
Helping children and thinking I could make a big
difference in children’s lives
What is the best part of your job? Seeing my students
everyday.
How do you relax? Watching a TV show or sitting in
nature.
Do you have any pets? I have 6 pets and they are 2
dogs, 3 guinea pigs and 1 rabbit.
How many siblings do you have? I have 2 younger sisters
What is your favourite food? Lasagna.
If you weren’t a teacher, what career would you have? I would be an
Occupational Therapist.

Name: Mrs Paine
Grade: Year 6B & 6G
What inspired you to be a teacher? I knew
everyday would be different and I like
challenges.
What is the best part of your job? Seeing
children learn something new and start
believing in their abilities.
How do you relax? I like taking baths and
reading books.
Do you have any pets? No
How many siblings do you have? I have two sisters & 1 brother.
What is your favourite food? Chocolate.
If you weren’t a teacher, what career would you have? I would
be a children’s author.

P&F NEWS

Kindy’s First Day
We hope our new Kindy students enjoyed their first day at school and we wish them all the best on
their new school journey ahead. Thank you to Alexandra, Carla, Freeda, Karly, Mariett and Marroun
who volunteered their time setting up and helping at Kindy’s First Day of school. A big thank you to
Anabel from Three Belle’s Parties and Decorations for her wonderful balloon arrangements.

Volunteering to Help
The Parents and Friends Association relies on the participation of all our parents in whatever way
they are able. We all enjoy attending these events, but they require parents other than those on the
executive to help. We need parents to help with the Uniform Shop Sale and the Welcome Dinner. If
you can help out please fill out this Google Form or contact our P&F President Karly Jouni on 0447
000 536. Volunteering to help with these events provides you with the opportunity to form friendships
with other parents, build community and make a valuable contribution to our school life.

Term One P&F General Meeting - Save the Date!
All parents and carers are invited to the P&F Term One
general meeting on Tuesday the 21st of February at
7pm in the school library. This meeting is a great
opportunity to learn more about what’s happening in our
school community, the different events coming up, and
an opportunity to have your questions answered and
socialise with other parents. As parents, this is your
opportunity to get involved with school life.

This column is compiled by P&F Communications. If you have any queries or
wish to contribute, please email olmcpandf@gmail.com

and attention it to P&F Communications.

https://forms.gle/gYhKbSuos2thM5Au8


WORLD YOUTH DAY FUNDRAISER: HELP ONE OF OUR OWN

Pope Francis once again invites the young Church to join him in Lisbon, Portugal in August 2023 and one of our very own has
been invited to attend. Matilda Jenkinson, an ex-student of OLMC has been invited to share the experience of pilgrimage with
many other young people. On Friday we support Matilda and other students in our diocese  with a mufti/casual clothes event.
Matilda has excitedly shared her thoughts on what the experiences means to her and what she is expecting.
“In July this year, myself and millions of young people will be
travelling to Lisbon, Portugal to celebrate the 16th international
World Youth Day. I am very grateful to have been chosen by my
school to represent the Diocese and experience this once in a
lifetime opportunity.

Before we reach Lisbon, my
group will start our journey in
Paris, and from there we will
travel to Lourdes, San
Sebastian, Loyola, Burgos,
Caleruega, Segovia, Avila and
Fatima. Along the way we will be visiting many famous places such as the Eiffel Tower,
Cathedral of Notre Dame, the Arc de Triomphe and the Convent of Saint Teresa, as well as
many churches and holy sites. Once we reach Lisbon, we will be staying there for a week to
begin our World Youth Day celebrations. We will have a week of festivals, daily masses,
activities and a pilgrimage walk to the site chosen for the historic World Youth Day
gathering. On our last day in Lisbon, we will come together for a mass at sunrise where we
will be joined by Pope Francis and thousands of bishops and priests. At the conclusion of
the World Youth Day celebrations we will travel to Assisi, Italy for a retreat where we will
reflect upon our journey, before returning home.

During my experience at WYD, I hope to meet people from around the world and learn
about their cultures while also learning about the history of our saints and holy shrines.
From this experience I intend to expand my knowledge on the catholic faith and discover
parts of catholic faith that I am unfamiliar with.

PARISH NEWS & SACRAMENTAL PROCESS

Welcome back to all our parish school families; we are excited for 2023, and we look forward to sharing many wonderful
occasions together this school year. Since the end of last year, there have been several changes to our administration and
community. Namely that our new Parish Priest is Fr Januario Pinto OCarm, and our Assistant Priest is Fr Christian Marave OCarm.
Christian is on loan to us from the Philippines for a couple of years, and he’s already made quite a delightful impression
amongst parishioners. The new Parish Secretary and sacramental coordinator is Paola Yévenes, and our bookkeeper is
Genevieve ‘Gennie’ Cosgrove. We all look forward to working with you in the Spirit of our parish vision: That all families feel
connected, supported, and valued as they live and grow in their faith. Fr Januario Pinto, Parish Priest

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROCESS
The Parish Sacramental Process for 2023 is now available for enrolments.
Parents, if your child has been baptised in a Catholic church, and you feel that you are able to continue assisting them with
this process, you are invited to apply via our parish website.
Children from Year 3 and up, may be able to prepare for their first sacrament of RECONCILIATION.
Children from Year 4 and up, may be able to prepare for their first sacrament of RECONCILIATION, and celebrate their first
sacrament of HOLY COMMUNION.
Children from Year 5 and up, may be able to prepare for their first sacrament of RECONCILIATION, and celebrate their first
sacrament of HOLY COMMUNION, as well as their sacrament of CONFIRMATION.
Dates, details and application form can be found on our parish website. For further information, please email Paola Yevenes at
ocarms@tpg.com.au (please note that email address paola.olmc@gmail.com is no longer available)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - The Carmelite Fathers at Wentworthville are looking for a cook for Monday and Tuesday
lunch. This is a paid, casual position, with about three hours work each day. The cook would have full access to the priory
kitchen including all equipment, crockery, cleaning equipment, etc. Lunch is served at 12:30pm, and would suit someone who
is looking for some work during school hours. They would be cooking for about five people on most days, but there may be a
few more visitors from time to time. The cook would need to purchase all ingredients and the cost would be reimbursed in full
to them. For further enquiries please email ocarms@tpg.com.au

https://olmcwenty.org.au/2023/02/04/sacramental-process-for-children-2023/



